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From the Shavian Past LXXXIV 


They laughed with the sound of a Boosters’ luncheon. 

Sir Gerald’s room was, except for his ponderous and durable English bags, 
very much like the room of George F. Babbitt, and quite in the manner of Babbitt 
he disclosed a huge whisky flask, looked proud and hospitable, and chuckled, 
“Say when, old chap.” 

It was after the third drink that Gerald proclaimed, “How do you Yankees 
get the notion that writing chaps like Bertrand Shaw and this Wells represent 
us? The real business England, we think those chaps are traitors. Both our 
countries have their cosmic Old Aristocracy — you know, old county families, 
hunting people and all that sort of thing - and we both have our wretched labor 
leaders, but we both have a backbone of sound business men who run the whole 
show.” 


—Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt (1922) 














